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however, had made no attempt to place on the Statute-book the new conceptions of the law as regulating industrial disputes, it would have been to blame. The Government had to take some cognisance of the lessons of the General Strike. It could not again have allowed the law to be tinged with sentiment to suit the tender feelings of the Labour Party. It had been the sentimental aberration of Mr. CampbeU-Bannerman which had caused the previously disastrous Act of 1906. Mr. Baldwin stated the case simply when he said: "After the unexpectedly generous Act of 1906, the Trade Unions have failed to shoulder the moral responsibility which their new legal responsibility made their duty!" Here was but another illustration of the difficulty with which that seemingly so powerful Government found itself incapable of doing right.
The Bill, as ultimately watered down, found its way to the Statute book, and Labour took a solemn oath to repeal it at the earliest opportunity. It contained in Its new form a rather feeble compromise about employers1 lock-outs, and a slightly more complicated definition of a General Strike. From a legal point of view the first draft had not been bettered. The important fact was that it brought to a head the difference between Mr, Baldwin and a certain section of his followers. The Government's tactics towards Labour became the point at issue. The tactical game of conciliating Socialism had become almost impossible, if the Government was not to abuse its opportunities. The necessity for taking a strong line increased as time drew on. Sir Douglas Hogg and Lord Birkenhead had shown up in this incident as typical of the men who were prepared to take the war into the enemy's camp, to use their majority and count any costs that might have arisen after the event. That would have been a wise course, if wisely taken. It was no use to advance against Socialism with the attitude that all was right with ,the world, whea Socialism had a burning conviction that all was wroog. The unfortunate thing was that strength was needed bat